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In the early 1990s, it became a mainstream, though 
controversial, opinion that the collapse of the Soviet 
Union and the demise of the Eastern Bloc were signs 

of the “end of history”. It was supposed that the Western 
alliance had definitely won the world supremacy strug-
gle and that no force could put such evidence in doubt. 
At the helm of the Western alliance, the US seemed to be 
a forever-established superpower that no nation on earth 
could challenge. This opinion was not only based on the 
military, economic and scientific might of the US but 
also on the diplomatic influence and the soft power it has 
demonstrated.  

About thirty years after the emergence of this evident 
supremacy that everyone thought to be eternal, the era 
we live in shows profound trends that announce ground-
breaking changes on the international scene, the main el-
ement being the spectacular rise of China. To analyze the 
current changes we are witnessing, this article would try 
to define the emerging Global South, look at the rise of 
China, scrutinize the prospects that could be foreseen and 
examine how a united Africa could harness the shifting 
balance of power to achieve its strategic goals.

UNDERSTANDING THE GLOBAL SOUTH

In fact, one of the driving forces behind the changes 
we are witnessing can be traced to people’s centuries-long 
fight for freedom, particularly the struggles of people in 
colonized and semi-colonized nations.

Casting a glance at the world map, we can notice that 
the colonizers were mainly Western European powers, 

and the oppressed nations were mainly located in the 
Southern Hemisphere. African, Asian and South Amer-
ican nations were subject to aggression, occupation, 
colonization and coercion imposed by these imperialist 
powers, in total contradiction with the principle of nation-
al self-determination.

The historic 1955 Bandung Conference in Indonesia 
was an important milestone that issued fundamental 
principles aimed at guiding international relations 
among nations. The conference underlined the neces-
sity of mutual respect for sovereignty, non-aggression, 
non-interference in internal affairs and peaceful coexist-
ence among nations. This historical event was a precursor 
to the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM) formed in 1961. 
The focus of this movement was promoting peace and 
avoiding entanglement in the Cold War between the US 
and the then Soviet Union.

The demise of the Soviet Union not only made the 
NAM less relevant but allowed the US to affirm its he-
gemony in international affairs as the sole world super-
power. This unchecked supremacy facilitated the US’s 
misuse of force in order to impose its global agendas, 
such as the 2003 Iraq war and the 2011 NATO invasion 
of Libya. These events have not only undermined the 
purposes and principles of the UN Charter but also have 
long-term negative impacts on international peace and 
security. 

In addition, the western dominance expanded its ten-
tacles through the US-financed International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank to compel developing nations 
to adjust their programs to unfair tariffs and trade rules. 
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Large scale manipulated bankruptcies, the weaponization 
of currency and the supremacy of the U.S. dollar as the 
unique international exchange medium, completed a 
straitjacket that left little choice to other nations. While 
some American circles have instrumentalized the dollar 
as a weapon of world subjugation, the Franc of the Fi-
nancial Community of Africa, or CFA franc, continues 
to be used in West and Central Africa, which some have 
argued as a neocolonial tool. 

The global hegemony was expanded to the interna-
tional financial operations system, where the Western 
powers took advantage of their control over the world 
banking messaging systems to illegally impose their 
agendas. By compelling other states to change policies 
contrary to their own agendas, Western powers have the 
ability to freeze foreign financial assets unilaterally.    

To face this hegemonic unipolar world order, nations 
began resisting by coordinating their foreign policies 
and strengthening their economic ties. China was the 
driving force of this movement through many initiatives, 
such as the establishment of the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organization in 2001 and the BRICS summit since 2009. 
These international organizations have now expanded to 
include many nations whose deepening cooperation has 
successfully resisted an unbalanced global relationship. 
Since the dominant nations are mainly located in the 
Northern Hemisphere, the nations under oppression and 
resisting hegemony were designated as “Global South”, 
even though some of the Global South countries are not 

located in the Southern Hemisphere.  
In fact, the “Global South” concept is as much a polit-

ical as a geostrategic term, giving a collective identity to 
nations opposing unilateralism, hegemony, and the use 
of coercion in the international arena. These nations have 
shared values like the respect for sovereignty, non-inter-
ference in the internal affairs of states, multilateralism, 
dialogue and concertation for the good of humanity. 

The main point on their common agenda is to 
strengthen their economic and financial ties and to build 
a bloc able to lift their people out of poverty while safe-
guarding their national sovereignty. As part of the Global 
South, the African countries face multiple challenges and 
look to their leadership to seize the opportunities present-
ed by the new global configuration to achieve the long-
held goals of generations of African leaders.

OPPORTUNITIES OFFERED TO A UNITED AFRICA WITHIN 
THE NEW GLOBAL CONTEXT

The African continent’s depiction on the world map 

On April 9, 2025, Brazilian President Lula addressed the 9th 
Summit of Heads of State and Goverment of the Community of 
Latin American and Caribbean States held in Honduras, stating 
that Donald Trump’s “arbitrary tariffs destabilize the global 
economy and inflate prices”.

On April 10, 2025, the China-SCO Conference on Industrial 
Cooperation for Sustainable Development was held in Tianjin, China.

(Photo/IC
 Photo)
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often fails to convey its vast scale of around 30 million 
square kilometers. In fact, this huge area, where the his-
tory of humanity first began, could encompass the terri-
tories of China, the US, India, Western Europe and Japan 
combined. This region, rich in mineral resources, energy 
and agricultural land, is home to an estimated 1.56 billion 
people, most of whom are young (about 70% of sub-Saha-
ran Africa’s population is under the age of 30), ambitious 
and eager to get out of poverty, disease, and ignorance.  

Africa possesses all the human and natural resources 
necessary for sustainable development and prosperity. 
The main obstacle to Africa’s development is the disu-
nity of its 54 countries, which are separated by artificial 
boundaries. Facing the threat of fragmentation in the 
early years of independence, the forefathers of Pan-Afri-
canism have envisioned a politically united continent as 
a condition for Africa’s real sovereignty and prosperity. 
Now the main task for the modern African leadership 
should be to unite and shift to a sound and durable strat-
egy that facilitates progress in every domain of life.  

The rise of the Global South, with China as its driving 

force, has given African nations an alternative path to 
achieve sustainable development, freeing them from the 
centuries-long dynamic of confrontation with oppressive 
European colonial powers. 

The Western powers, particularly the European pow-
ers, have always considered Africa as a source of raw 
materials for their industries and a market for their man-
ufactured products. Such a colonialist ideology, which 
once dominated Africa before independence, continues 
to influence Western approaches to the continent. A key 
feature of those approaches is to suppress the industriali-
zation of the continent. This is evident in policies that, on 
one hand, restrict African nations’ access to high technol-
ogy, and on the other hand, prevent African nations from 
establishing alternative partnerships that could foster a 
real industrialization process. 

Nowadays, the cooperation with new partners like 
China, presents a historical opportunity for Africa to de-
velop its economy, access modern technology and build 
an indispensable industrial foundation. In this context, 
the local processing of raw materials, instead of exporting 
them all, should be a key element of Africa’s negotiations 
with new partners. 

Considering the depth of their historical relations, Chi-
na and African Nations can certainly find proper solutions 
to addressing these apparently competing interests. More-
over, considering the weakness of the intra-African trade 
(accounting for around 15% of the continent’s total trade), 
African nations should leverage the Chinese expertise to 
build a continental transportation network to break the 
artificial boundaries inherited from the colonial domina-
tion. In this regard, China’s Belt and Road Initiative is an 
opportunity for Africa to expand a modern and diverse 
network, allowing it to get rid of colonial sequels.

In fact, the real role of these imposed boundaries 
was to isolate the African neighboring countries and 
hinder their links, so as to better achieve European pow-
ers’ goals. So, building a new transportation network to 
promote communication, exchanges and trade among 
African citizens will complete the continent’s liberation 
process. In light of this, restricting people’s free move-
ment not only undermines the prosperity and social 
progress but also represents an important violation of 
a fundamental human right. This violation, irrationally 
maintained after the continent’s liberation, has not only 
separated millions of families and ethnic groups but also 
exacerbated poverty. 

(Photo/C
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GLOBAL SOUTH AND GLOBAL GOVERNANCE

Moreover, pan-African scholars see a link between ar-
tificial borders and the expansion of terrorism and illegal 
trafficking. This observation explains why the criminal 
economy mainly thrives in these isolated and insecure 
areas. This is a solid argument to integrate these remote 
regions through a modern pan-African transportation 
network, allowing the people living there to find legal 
alternatives to the criminal economy.   

As a Chinese proverb says, “If you want to be rich, 
build roads first”, the development of transportation 
networks of roads, bridges, sea lines, river lines, ports, 
railways, and airways will fundamentally change the eco-
nomic landscape of Africa by improving integration and 
boosting intra-continental trade.   

Besides, Africa should strengthen its cooperation with 
China in terms of cultivating human resources to enable 
its people to undertake the huge task of the nations’ eco-
nomic and social development. 

We have witnessed with deep sorrow the risks that 
young Africans have taken to trudge across deserts and 
oceans to make themselves a way out. Great efforts to 
promote education should be made to give opportunities 
to these young Africans and to redirect their motivation 
and energy towards building their own homelands. Na-
tional development, social achievement and economic 
growth require a solid scientific and technical foundation 
that can only be forged through systematic investment 
in education and training. 

For this purpose, the African nations could plan and 
work together to build a network of universities and re-
gional training centers of all kinds, aimed at cultivating 
talents needed in diversified areas. Such multinational 
initiatives could benefit from the support of friendly 
nations like China and reverse the “brain-drain” many 
countries experienced in sending students abroad. 

Though China has made great efforts to offer tuition 
and accommodate a growing number of young African 
students, African nations should keep working together 
regionally and coordinating the building of education 
and research centers to provide platforms for African stu-
dents to communicate with Chinese and other nations’ 
scientists.

Such education and research centers should focus on 
key domains like cyberspace, environment, agriculture, 
geology, human and veterinary medicine. The establish-
ment and funding of such intra-African and world-orient-
ed research centers would foster a deeper understanding 

of Africa’s potential and break the isolation many African 
scientists feel. 

By promoting economic prosperity, African nations 
should also address important security concerns linked to 
the rise and expansion of violent extremist groups which 
threaten to destabilize the whole continent. Terrorist 
groups, illicit traffickers and smugglers remain active in 
many regions of the continent. These activities surged 
following the 2011 military intervention in Libya, which 
led to the collapse of the state and its security apparatus.        

Facing this existential threat, African nations need 
to put aside their differences and build credible regional 
security networks to confront this expanding violence. 
Understanding that terrorism knows no borders and 
building a large cross-border security strategy, will help 
African nations develop their own internal strength and 
preserve their sovereignty while attracting international 
support. In this fight, self-confidence and solidarity are 
the bedrock for African states to forge regional security 
networks which are able to confront destabilization while 
simultaneously advancing economic and social develop-
ment. 

In this regard, partners really interested in developing 
a beneficial long-term cooperation with African nations 
will easily understand the relationship between eco-
nomic investment and a secure and stable environment. 
This understanding will serve as an incentive to develop 
friendly and mutually beneficial security cooperation.

So, while some Western powers falsely see in a dest-
abilized Africa an opportunity to tighten their grip for 
shortsighted interests, friendly partners of the Global 
South are keen to support Africa in building its own secu-
rity networks without foreign interference.

The support to the African security sector could take 
several forms. While weapons and logistics may repre-
sent a priority for arms industries and some officials, the 
long-term focus for African nations should be cultivating 
a skilled, law-abiding, and trustworthy security workforce. 

Only such a workforce could be able to protect the 
constitutional framework of states, understand and adapt 
to the evolving security environment. Otherwise, focus-
ing on equipping undisciplined and ill-educated forces 
will be counterproductive for securing states organs, lives 
and property while working with African counterparts to 
ensure regional and continental security.  

It is also important to note that while performing na-
tional security duty requires well-educated, well-trained 
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and motivated forces, it should totally exclude extra-Afri-
can regular forces, foreign contractors and mercenaries.

This policy entails recruiting the best graduates from 
the African education systems and, with support from 
friendly partners where needed, constructing military 
academies and regional training centers. These institu-
tions should focus on developing agreed-upon standard 
procedures and building trust among partners.   

For this outcome, African parties should, before sepa-
rately negotiating with foreign partners, reach a consen-
sus on formulating a common strategic framework and 
a modus operandi. This agreed-upon strategic framework 
will enable the fielding of standardized and interoperable 
equipment, and therefore streamline maintenance and 
logistics while ensuring seamless coordinated operations. 

African nations should, when contracting with foreign 
nations, stay alert to possible embargoes and unilateral 
sanctions that some countries have recently experienced 
from Western powers. Considering these risks, African 
security sectors should take necessary measures to re-
duce their dependence on Western firms which are able 
to jeopardize agreed-upon contracts for political motiva-
tions.

Hence it would be wise for African security sectors 

to consider initiating the building of regional industrial 
units that are able to produce non-lethal products, and 
then light weapons and ammunition. 

Ultimately, one can argue that nations of the Global 
South now have a viable path to reduce their dependence 
on Western industrial production, a possibility demon-
strated by the historic and unprecedented progress of 
China’s transformation. A united Africa is now in a strong 
position to follow this upward trajectory.

AFRICA’S MOMENT: NEW POSSIBILITIES IN AN ERA OF 
CHINA’S RISE

The extraordinary rise of China that the world has 
witnessed during the last forty years represents a rich 
source of inspiration for many developing nations. This 
historic achievement has transformed China not only 
into the “world’s factory” but also more importantly, into 
the center of gravity of the world economy, scientific re-
search and innovation and international trade. This rise 
has triggered a global rebalancing of power, shifting in-
fluence from the West toward Asia and the Global South.  

Examining this unique process, one can notice how 

On November 22, 2024, at the 2024 World Vocational and 
Technical Education Development Conference, Kate (R) 
from Ethiopia was demonstrating to a visitor the industrial 
robotics engineering application training platform at the 
Ethiopian Luban workshop exhibition stand.

(Photo/X
inhua)
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critical a transformational leadership could be in acceler-
ating a nation’s history and in triggering a profound mo-
tivation for reform and progress. In addition, China’s ef-
fort to open itself to the world by preserving the essence 
of its culture and traditions and maintaining its political 
stability, has revealed how flexible and agile its govern-
ance system can be. 

Making such a gigantic leap in a relatively short pe-
riod of time in a nation of 1.4-billion population, shows 
how visionary and highly skilled the Chinese leadership 
has been. The impacts of this achievement have shocked 
the whole world and shown many developing nations 
an inspiring path to prosperity based on self-reliance and 
openness. In this process, a key element worth noticing is 
how critical education represents in lifting nations out of 
poverty by constructing a science-based society. 

One can predict with a reasonable certainty that the 
whole results of this transformational process, which is 
still ongoing, will propel China at the helm of the world 
economy and technology in a foreseeable future. This in-
evitable process will accelerate and profoundly affect the 
evolution of the international landscape. While creating 
growing concerns in the West, the rise of China has awak-
ened hopes for qualitative changes in the world order for 
developing countries. 

The question for African nations is how they could co-
ordinate their policies to speak with a unified voice. This 
is crucial to engaging with China, a partner that views 
Africa as an ally and is committed to building a diverse 
and mutually beneficial relationship. To this end, Africa 
will need visionary leaders able to understand the histor-
ical momentum created for lifting the continent out of 
poverty, ignorance and political fragmentation. 

African leadership now faces the historic challenge 
of capitalizing on this momentum to achieve the conti-
nent envisioned by forefathers like Kwame Nkrumah. By 
funding and building the African Union headquarters in 
Addis Ababa, China has sent a powerful political signal: 
it is betting on a united and stable Africa. African leaders 
must correctly interpret this message, which underscores 
China’s preference for a cohesive Africa over a fragment-
ed one. 

Unlike such a positive intention, some old European 
colonial powers consider with a touch of cynicism that a 
united Africa would be a threat to their interests, reveal-
ing these powers’ real purpose of using their assistance 
and influence to ignite conflicts and distort the pan-Afri-
can discourse. 

CONCLUSION

Our era is witnessing a global transformative process 
that has already shifted the global balance of power to-
wards Asia and the Southern Hemisphere. China, which 
has undergone in the last forty years a gigantic eco-
nomic, scientific and technological transformation, is on 
the way to becoming the center of gravity of the global 
progress. This prospect presents a unique and historical 
opportunity for Africa to learn from this successful ex-
perience and lift itself out of poverty, underdevelopment 
and fragmentation. 

For such a groundbreaking event to happen, Africa 
needs a united and visionary leadership to free itself from 
past illusions, to apprehend the challenges the continent 
faces, and to seize the opportunity this geopolitical shift 
offers. 

Africa’s transformational leadership depends on its 
people—the intelligentsia, youth and diaspora—and their 
unwavering commitment to a united continent as the 
foundation for its renaissance. Africa, as the cradle of the 
humanity, will surely win this fight for the good of the 
whole of humanity. 

On June 11, 2025, the Ministerial Meeting of Coordinators on the 
Implementation of the Follow-up Actions of the Forum on China-
Africa Cooperation was held in Changsha, Hunan Province. 
Member of the Political Bureau of the CPC Central Committee 
and Foreign Minister Wang Yi(C) attended the opening ceremony 
and read out the congratulatory letter from President Xi Jinping.
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